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Christmas Eve
This day is one of the most important celebration all
over the world, especially for Christians. Like everybody, I enjoy this time but on the other hand, the
older I get, the more ordinary and boring all this becomes for me. I don’t know if it’s because of Santa
Claus who turned out not to be real, or because it is
exactly the same every year.
At 4 pm the same guests arrive late as usual. We share the holy waver, wish
Merry Christmas to each other and sit down at the table which is set with
twelve dishes, as every year. Of course, there are traditional Polish dishes
as mushroom soup, beetroot soup, fish with carrot, fish in a jelly, a pie with
fruits, little cookies with ginger and cinnamon and plenty of other delicious
food. And all this made by my mummy and granny.
A few years ago we were sitting as usual and eating Xmas stuff when suddenly there was a knock at the door. I was really excited about who might
come at that time. It was a blue-eyed, tall man wearing a black coat soaking
wet and shivering from the cold. He said:
- ‘ I’m very sorry to interrupt your Christmas dinner.. but my car has broken down. Could I use your phone to call for help?’
- ‘ No one is working at this time anyway!’ – answered my mum – ‘You
must stay with us till the storm is over and get warm.’
Our unexpected guest sat at the table. After a brief conversation everybody
started asking him questions. Suddenly I felt that I was observed by him.
Now I know why... but let’s continue the story…
We were all trying to tell him as much as possible about ourselves, which
meant that it became very loud. However, I tried to be calm and quiet.
For the first time in several years I felt real Christmassy atmosphere. I was
really happy to spend Christmas with family. Thanks to this man it seemed
that we had quite a lot to tell to each other and that we were a cool family
after all!
When the storm was over our guest decided to come back home. I saw him
off to the door with a sad face, but I knew that someday we’d meet again.
Next year, a few days before Christmas I went to do some shopping. There
was a surprise waiting for me in the department store. Some tall man in
a black coat was looking for Christmas gifts. Yes, you’re right, it was our
unexpected guest! We spent a great time together drinking hot chocolate in
small coffee house on the corner. Now I can tell you that this man changed
not only one cold Christmas, but my whole life. Last year we got married.
Now, when Christmas is coming we recall our first Xmas. And I thought it
was going to be another boring Christmas Eve this year…
Agata Sikorska 1c
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Truth about Santa
Christmas Eve last year was full of mistakes and
strange accidents. Everyone in Freeman’s family
had an unusual or funny adventure. It should be a
silent and festive evening, but there wasn’t any
snow. Everybody thought that it was very strange –
the lack of snow in December. Mr. Freeman and his
wife had to explain to their children that Santa Claus
would arrive in a sleigh with his reindeer even though there wasn’t any
snow. Before the first star appeared in the sky, Mr. Freeman started to
decorate his house with colorful lights. When he was hanging the lights, all
his neighbours were standing and admiring.
Suddenly all the lights went off, and nobody knew what had happened.
When Mr. Freeman went to check why the lights went off, it suddenly
became dark in the whole neighbourhood. Everybody panicked because
they couldn’t imagine Christmas without electricity. The power house
couldn’t repair it before Christmas Eve supper, so Mr. Freeman and all his
family started their Christmas Eve supper by candlelight.
When the time came to open presents, all the adults and children were
very surprised. Grandpa got children’s clothes and toys, and children got
warm sweaters in big sizes. Of course everyone started to laugh because
they couldn’t understand what had happened. All of a sudden all the lights
came back on. When they were singing carols, they heard a loud ringing of
bells. They ran out and saw real Santa Claus with his sleigh and reindeer.
Nobody could believe it. After Santa Claus gave them his presents, they
invited him to tea and cake. When they were talking, somebody took a
photo of all the children and Santa. Next He said goodbye to the family and
left.
The following day when Mr. Freeman woke up, he saw that it was 23rd
December. It turned out that it was only a dream. During the real Christmas
Eve supper the family also took pictures. When Christmas ended, Mr. Freeman went to develop the film and saw the photos of Santa Claus and his
children. He couldn’t believe his eye.
Martyna Pasternak Ic
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CHRISTMAS VOCABULARY
Match words with the definitions!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Christmas pudding
Christmassy
Christmas
cracker
Reindeer
Rudolph
Marshmallow
Turkey
Santa Claus
A Christmas
Carol
Christmas
stocking
Christmas Day
Boxing Day
Carol
Christmas Eve

A) typical of Christmas
B) a very soft light white or pink sweet,
made of sugar and egg white
C) December 24th, the day before Christmas Day
D) a tube of coloured paper that two people
pull apart at Christmas in Britain for fun. It
makes a loud sound as it is pulled apart,
and usually contains a small toy
E) a bird that looks like a large chicken and
is often eaten at Christmas and at Thanksgiving
F) a Christian song that people sing at
Christmas
G) a large deer with long wide antlers
(=horns), that lives in cold northern areas
H) December 25th, the when most Christians celebrate the birth of Christ
I) a short novel by Charles Dickens about
an unpleasant old man-Scrooge who hates
to spend money. On Christmas Eve several ghosts visit him to warn him about
what will happen if he does not change.
When he wakes up the next morning, he
becomes a happy generous person
J) a national holiday in England and Wales,
on the first day after Christmas Day that is
not a Sunday
K) a long sock which children leave in their
house on Christmas Eve to be filled with
presents
L) an old man with red clothes and a long
white beard
M) a character in children’s Christmas
song, it is a reindeer which has a shiny red
nose
N) a special sweet food that contains dried
fruit and is eaten in Britain at the end of the
main meal on Christmas Day
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Complete the crossword!

1. A traditional Christmas song.
2. A Christmas decoration, with green, prickly leaves and
red berries.
3. A paper sweet that you pull after Christmas dinner.
4. One of Santa’s animals.
5. Something that children hang at the fireplace.
6. Green plant, decorated with lights and baubles.
7. You can kiss everyone standing under it.
8. Santa . . . . . . . .
9. Santa travels in it.
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Christmas story
It was a snowy December day. It all seemed as if it was going to be an ordinary Christmas, celebrated as usual. The Smiths was a typical British family- nuclear type.
John in his late 30s, is the head of family. He, as usual before Christmas,
went to the shopping mall and bought a huge turkey, marshmallows, some
toys, crackers and other Christmassy stuff. Then he came home, where his
wife Sally was making Christmas pudding. Their son- Harry- was hanging
25 Christmas stockings all over the house because he hoped he would find
presents in each of them. The atmosphere was really nice.
-‘Mommy! Mommy! Can I eat marshmallows?’- asked Harry.
-‘No honey, I told you like million times. No sweets before dinner’- Sally
said and put all the sweets into the cupboard.
She finished cooking, so she put the dishes on a little table standing next to
the Christmas tree- beautiful, big spruce, decorated with glittering balls,
lights and paper chains made by Harry.
In the evening, the Smiths were singing carols when suddenly the boy noticed a strange smell. . . like something was . . . BURNING?!
He turned around and saw that Christmas tree was on fire. Sally was terrified, only John put on a brave pace and didn’t panic. He ran to the other
room, found a foam extinguisher and rushed with it to the burning tree!
Everything was happening so fast! After a while he put out the fire. . . but
the food was not fit to eat anymore! Sally was about to cry, but then Harry
yelled: “FINALLY! HURRAH!”. Sally looked at him surprised, but the kid
ran to the kitchen and came back with. . . Marshmallows! It was the only
thing in house that they could eat. He was so happy because now he could
eat his sweets. And what’s more, none of his presents burned because they
were safe in his Christmas stockings, luckily not under the tree! The child
was so overjoyed that his parents quickly forgot about the accident. They
began to sing carols again. And they were joyful because they were together.
Patrycja Śmiechowska Ic

7

Santa Claus is comin’ to town
Oh! You better watch out, you better not cry,
You better not pout, I'm telling you why:
Santa Claus is coming to town!
He's making a list, He's checking it twice,
He's gonna find out who's naughty or nice;
Santa Claus is coming to town!
He sees you when you're sleeping,
He knows when you're awake.
He knows when you've been bad or good,
So be good for goodness sake!
You better watch out, you better not cry
You better not pout, I'm telling you why.
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We wish you a merry Christmas
We wish you a merry Christmas,
We wish you a merry Christmas,
We wish you a merry Christmas,
and a happy New Year!
Good tidings we bring
For you and your kin,
We wish you a merry Christmas
and a happy New Year!
Now bring us some figgy pudding,
Now bring us some figgy pudding,
Now bring us some figgy pudding,
Now bring some to us here.
Good tidings we bring
For you and your kin,
We wish you a merry Christmas
and a happy New Year!

Jingle bells
Dashing through the snow
In a one horse open sleigh
O'er the fields we go
Laughing all the way
Bells on Bobtail ring
Making spirits bright
What fun it is to laugh and sing
a sleighing song tonight.
Jingle bells, jingle bells,
jingle all the way.
Oh! What fun it is to ride
in a one-horse open
sleigh
Jingle bells, jingle bells,
jingle all the way..

We won't go until we get it,
We won't go until we get it,
We won't go until we get it,
So bring some right here!
Good tidings we bring
For you and your kin,
We wish you a merry Christmas
and a happy New Year!
We all like a figgy pudding,
We all like a figgy pudding,
So bring us some figgy pudding
With all its good cheer!

Good tidings we bring
For you and your kin,
We wish you
a merry Christmas
and a happy New Year!
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